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Editor’s note, 8-19-2007. Dr. John R. Malone doesnremember who wrote this script,
but he is sure it was either Dr. Margaret Ratz onhTheir philosophical perspective
was so close, | feel confident in giving credibath. The original script was undated, but
we know that from the beginning parents, teachagsadministrators were required to
learn Unifon so they could help the children unthesir charge when required.
(Substitute teachers also had to read Unifon.)uentaken the liberty to update the
alphabet to characters approved by Dr. Malone 020

PARENTS AND TEACHERS:

We are about to introduce your most precious psgses—Yyour children—to English
reading and writing by means of an isopmorphic eeimg) of our spoken language called
Unifon.

* Each letters always equals the same one sound.

* There are no silent letters.

* There are no double letters.

» There are 40 letters, because we use 40 sounds!

First a word about Unifon. The original alphabetigting idea, as first propounded by

the Greeks (after simpler, less spohisticated ngifystems by the Phoenicians and other
Semitic peoples) was to represent each disctincidof the language with a single,
unique letter. Such sounds or phonemes are foualll lenguages from as few as 15 or
16 in Hawaiian and other Polynesian tongues, tm4&anscrit and 44 in many American
Indian languages. Unifon is an expanded versiadh@®6-letter Roman-English alphabet
so that it can represent in a one-to-one fashiedhsounds of standard American
English. There are 16 vowel letters all relatetbim to the present 5 Roman vowel
letters (a,e,i,0 and u) and 24 consonant lettéasegkto the 17 consonants we use now. In
Unifon the letters ¢, g and x are not used sine& gounds are spelled by less ambiguous
characters already. (These three letters are k&ld,aavailable for spelling other
languages for which there may not be an adequités ie the 40 basic Unifon symbol
set.) Unifon was developed more than 50 years agteéching English reading and
speech to the young, to adult illiterates, andhtsé unfamiliar with the English

language. It was simultaneously developed for aberrof technical applications, such

as ready conversion to digital symbols in compbiesed devices, and for synthetic
speech and sepeech recognition purposes, whegeraus alpuhabet is required. Unifon
has been used widely for all of these purposes fronencoast of America to the other.

We now intend to extend Unifon to the entire corplithe English-based word stock of
the world, more than a million words, as a comarcdiical system to replace the non-



standardized, over-elaborate systems found in cudietionaries. This secondary or
self-pronouncing system places English on the daamses as other rigorously spelled
languages like Spanish and Japanese, thus pegrthignmore rapid acquisition of
English reading and speech. The consequence ohéixgaUnifon to cover the entire
range of English verbiage is that English readind ariting is placed on the same basis
as mathematical numbers and symbols, where theaotyf reading them trains the user
to learn them through direct stimulus-responsdoetement. Out of this there develops,
almost automatically, a market for devices and meding such an alphabet.

Some have called Unifon “training wheels for regdiand that's what it really is.

Unifon will be used for a few weeks or perhapswva feonths, but during this time your
child will discover there is a great similarity tseten Unifon and what he sees on TV
screens, in comics, or road signs, and on cerea@s&oon he finds with amusement that
he or she can read the “old people’s alphabetaa#yeas he can read and write in
Unifon. One day he will shed Unifon, just as he rasks you to take off his bike training
wheels and off he goes, years ahead of kids whiaddahe hard ways: formal phonics or
look-say.

Unifon is phonics without rules or exceptions—jlils¢ Hindu-Arabic numbers. And
speaking of numbers, did you ever try to multipighaRoman numerals? Just look at this
problem:

MCMXVI
Multiply by MCV

Do it without converting to Arabics. That's notlaed as trying to learn English reading
and writing with an old 26-letter Roman alphabetrwyou are speaking a modern 40-
sound English language.

Actually, during the past 2,000 years we have at &glded a few letters to the 22-letter
Roman alphabet—but not nearly enough! The Romame alecady short at least 5
letters for Latin! In the 1,000 years since Kindrad first wrote English we should have
added about 18 letters to the basic Roman alpbbetye never got around to it for a
variety of reasons.

Isomorphic, or single-sound, letters are self-teaghbr reinforcing, much like modern
Spanish or Arabic numbers are. Each time you seteat and sound it, it strengthens the
memory because the sound for the letter form isgdithe same—identical. So reading a
story in Unifon with a finger pointing to each katliterally teaches the sounds and words
as numbers do—no rules, no exceptions, no silesigorletters. It is as simple as 1, 2, 3,
4,5, etc.

In the next few minutes we are going to teach edigtou present here, parent or teacher,
to read Unifon. When you leave here you will béharged parent or teacher, who can
read English two ways—in traditional and in Unifeuet’'s now take our language apart
and put it into new clothes. Our language has kinge outgrown its old garb.



DEMONSTRATE THE FOLLOWING BY DRAWING THE LETTERSON THE
BOARD.

First the vowels, or throat sounds:
A E, I,0,U Don’t these look familiar? They are the short vos@linds.
AE £,Q0 These are the long vowel sounds. Note the sintilapss.
Note the long horizontal line to distinguisle tthapes.
AR 0,0, 0, U The odd vowels. Note that we need 16 total vowgisi

Now we must address the consonant letters; “coaygdis Latin for “sounded with
vowels,” thus pointing out the importance of vowelnds to any language. We need 24
letters to catch those 24 sounds we call consonants

17 of these letters are nearly always used fosémee sounds, and we have kept thBse:
D,F,GH J,KLMNPR,STV,W,Y,Z (Across on the Z symbol helps children
to distinguish that sign from a badly drawn numbgr

The other new characters total €x¥, 3, B, f, S.
UNDERLINE THE SIX ALTERED CONSONANTS

| am going to pass out a famous 3-minute speeandy Abraham Lincoln. The first
person in the first row will read the first sentenestanding, please. No helping, please!

Now we shall progressively read each sentence. Wieelmave done this | have some
more material for you to work on.

Now let each person go to the board and write hieeo name in Unifon, and then
compose a 10-word sentence in Unifon. You may #ietiown and see if you can read
the material each of your friends has written. Wieu are all able to stand and read all
of the material, we will close out this session.

CALL ON EACH PERSON SUCCESSIVELY AND HELP IF NEEDED.

In closing, now that you are all fluent in two vierss of English let’s review a bit and
peer into the future a bit.

What else is Unifon good for?




Besides its use in elementary schools and witht dtitdrates, Unifon’s second biggest
use is for teaching spoken English to non-Englgeking communities—Hispanics,
Asians, et al.

The next largest application is Unifon’s use forctmae and computer handling of the
spoken Englesh language, so that such devicestasatile typewriters, audio-operated
“memo writers” for telephones, fully scannable vans can be used in place of bar codes
or for writing material for the blind which can beadily scanned directly into speech

with speech synthesizers. Unifon can be and has lsed for the keyboards of speech
synthesizers for those who have lost their voices.

Summary of Unifon applications

1. Upgrading public schools by 2 to 4 years.

2. Teaching Hispanics to speak and read English.

3. Teaching English and Spanish-speaking adults t Eeglish.

4. Teaching illiterates in prison to read and to speaglish properly.
5. English instruction overseas.

6. Improving, by orders of magnitude, teaching of dieaf.

7. Producing far simpler systems for reading to thedol

8. Upgrading the education of elementary school teache

9. Teaching second and third languages in Americanoash

10. Accelerating the use of English as a medium ofiadl inctelligence.

Available Supporting Information:

1. Lists of schools and school systems which havedgshifon formally.

2. Lists of Foundations which have placed more thad@2,000 in support of
Unifon tests; reports of results.

3. Lists of companies which have provided large am®ohtesources in support.

4. Journals, books and other publications which haN®ighed articles about
Unifon.



